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From the flights of the Wright brothers through the mass journeys of the jet age, airplanes inspired
Americansto reimagine their nation's place within the world. Now, Jenifer Van Vleck reveals the central role
commercial aviation played in the United States rise to global preeminence in the twentieth century. AsU.S.
military and economic influence grew, the federal government partnered with the aviation industry to carry
and deliver American power across the globe and to sell the very idea of the "American Century” to the
public at home and abroad.

Invented on American soil and widely viewed as a symbol of national greatness, the airplane promised to
extend the frontiers of the United States "to infinity," as Pan American World Airways president Juan Trippe
said. Asit accelerated the global circulation of U.S. capital, consumer goods, technol ogies, weapons, popular
culture, and expertise, few places remained distant from the influence of Wall Street and Washington.
Aviation promised to secure a new type of empire--an empire of the air instead of the land, which
emphasized access to markets rather than the conquest of territory and made the entire world America's
sphere of influence.

By the late 1960s, however, foreign airlines and governments were challenging America’s control of global
airways, and the domestic aviation industry hit turbulent times. Just as the history of commercial aviation
helps to explain the ascendance of American power, its subsequent challenges reflect the limits and
contradictions of the American Century.
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From reader reviews:
Veronica Roberts:

What do you consider book? It is just for students because they're till students or the item for all peoplein
the world, the actual best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't wish do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Empire of the Air: Aviation
and the American Ascendancy. All type of book could you see on many solutions. Y ou can look for the
internet resources or other social media

Stephanie Dillard:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make all of them keep up with the erawhich can be always change and progress. Some of you maybe can
update themselves by reading through books. It is agood choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you isyou don't know what type you should start with. This Empire of the Air: Aviation and the American
Ascendancy is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves what you
want and need in this era.

Jeremy Windham:

Reading areserve can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
data. When you read areserve you will get new information mainly because book is one of many ways to
share the information as well astheir idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine the story how the
figures do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Empire of
the Air: Aviation and the American Ascendancy, you could tells your family, friends in addition to soon
about yours publication. Y our knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading a e-book.

Audrey Spence:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or go to the outside with them family
members or their friend. Do you know? Many alot of people spent that they free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity hereislook different you
can read abook. It isreally fun for you. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day every
day to reading areserve. The book Empire of the Air: Aviation and the American Ascendancy it is extremely
good to read. There are alot of people that recommended this book. We were holding enjoying reading this
book. Should you did not have enough space to devel op this book you can buy the actual e-book. Y ou can
mOore very easily to read this book through your smart phone. The priceis not to cover but this book
possesses high quality.
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