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“I have learned that success is to be measured not so much by the position that one has reached in life as by
the obstacles which he has overcome while trying to succeed.”
--- Booker T. Washington, Up From Slavery: An Autobiography

Up from Slavery is the 1901 autobiography of Booker T. Washington detailing his personal experiences in
working to rise from the position of a slave child during the Civil War, to the difficulties and obstacles he
overcame to get an education at the new Hampton University, to his work establishing vocational schools---
most notably the Tuskegee Institute in Alabama---to help black people and other disadvantaged minorities
learn useful, marketable skills and work to pull themselves, as a race, up by the bootstraps. He reflects on the
generosity of both teachers and philanthropists who helped in educating blacks and native Americans. He
describes his efforts to instill manners, breeding, health and a feeling of dignity to students. His educational
philosophy stresses combining academic subjects with learning a trade (something which is reminiscent of
the educational theories of John Ruskin). Washington explained that the integration of practical subjects is
partly designed to reassure the white community as to the usefulness of educating black people.

This book was first released as a serialized work in 1900 through The Outlook, a Christian newspaper of
New York. This work was serialized because this meant that during the writing process, Washington was
able to hear critiques and requests from his audience and could more easily adapt his paper to his diverse
audience.

Washington was a controversial figure in his own lifetime, and W. E. B. Du Bois, for example, criticized
some of his views. The book was, however, a best-seller, and remained the most popular African American
autobiography until that of Malcolm X. In 1998, the Modern Library listed the book at No. 3 on its list of the
100 best nonfiction books of the 20th century.
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From reader reviews:

Ann Gonzalez:

Within other case, little people like to read book Up From Slavery. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. Given that we know about how is important any book Up From Slavery. You can
add understanding and of course you can around the world by just a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until eventually foreign or abroad you will end
up known. About simple issue until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or
maybe searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel uninterested to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Ray Nicolas:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that
need more time to be go through. Up From Slavery can be your answer because it can be read by anyone
who have those short time problems.

Amos Curley:

Reading a book to be new life style in this year; every people loves to learn a book. When you read a book
you can get a large amount of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you wish to get information about your research, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, as well as
soon. The Up From Slavery offer you a new experience in studying a book.

Jolene Rivera:

Is it an individual who having spare time after that spend it whole day by watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Up From Slavery can be the response, oh how
comes? The new book you know. You are therefore out of date, spending your free time by reading in this
fresh era is common not a geek activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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