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To Rise in Darkness offers a new perspective on a defining moment in modern Central American history. In
January 1932 thousands of indigenous and ladino (non-Indian) rural laborers, provoked by electoral fraud
and the repression of strikes, rose up and took control of several municipalities in central and western El
Salvador. Within days the military and civilian militias retook the towns and executed thousands of people,
most of whom were indigenous. This event, known as la Matanza (the massacre), has received relatively
little scholarly attention. In To Rise in Darkness, Jeffrey L. Gould and Aldo A. Lauria-Santiago investigate
memories of the massacre and its long-term cultural and political consequences.

Gould conducted more than two hundred interviews with survivors of la Matanza and their descendants. He
and Lauria-Santiago combine individual accounts with documentary sources from archives in El Salvador,
Guatemala, Washington, London, and Moscow. They describe the political, economic, and cultural
landscape of El Salvador during the 1920s and early 1930s, and offer a detailed narrative of the uprising and
massacre. The authors challenge the prevailing idea that the Communist organizers of the uprising and the
rural Indians who participated in it were two distinct groups. Gould and Lauria-Santiago demonstrate that
many Communist militants were themselves rural Indians, some of whom had been union activists on the
coffee plantations for several years prior to the rebellion. Moreover, by meticulously documenting local
variations in class relations, ethnic identity, and political commitment, the authors show that those groups
considered “Indian” in western El Salvador were far from homogeneous. The united revolutionary
movement of January 1932 emerged out of significant cultural difference and conflict.
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From reader reviews:

Faye Wilson:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
using theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. Often the To Rise in Darkness: Revolution,
Repression, and Memory in El Salvador, 1920–1932 is kind of publication which is giving the reader
unstable experience.

Percy Cole:

This To Rise in Darkness: Revolution, Repression, and Memory in El Salvador, 1920–1932 is great guide for
you because the content that is certainly full of information for you who have always deal with world and
also have to make decision every minute. This particular book reveal it data accurately using great arrange
word or we can point out no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have
whole info in it. Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with
splendid delivering sentences. Having To Rise in Darkness: Revolution, Repression, and Memory in El
Salvador, 1920–1932 in your hand like having the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous just one.
We can say that no book that offer you world in ten or fifteen minute right but this e-book already do that. So
, this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt in which?

Patricia Skinner:

Within this era which is the greater individual or who has ability in doing something more are more precious
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you are
related is just spending your time not much but quite enough to enjoy a look at some books. Among the
books in the top list in your reading list is usually To Rise in Darkness: Revolution, Repression, and Memory
in El Salvador, 1920–1932. This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in getting
precious person. By looking up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Beatrice Rogers:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This specific book To Rise in Darkness: Revolution, Repression,
and Memory in El Salvador, 1920–1932 was colorful and of course has pictures on there. As we know that
book To Rise in Darkness: Revolution, Repression, and Memory in El Salvador, 1920–1932 has many kinds
or style. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read
and think that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book are generally make you bored, any
it offers up you feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that
will.
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