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On March 18, 1937, a spark ignited a vast pool of natural gas that had collected beneath the school building
in New London, atiny community in East Texas. The resulting explosion leveled the four-year-old structure
and resulted in a death toll of more than three hundred—most of them children. To this day, it is the worst
school disaster in the history of the United States. The tragedy and its aftermath were the first big stories
covered by Walter Cronkite, then ayoung wire service reporter stationed in Dallas. He would later say that
no war story he ever covered—during World War 1l or Vietnam—was as heart-wrenching.

In the weeks following the tragedy, a fact-finding committee sought to determine who was to blame. It soon
became apparent that the New London school district had, along with almost all local businesses and
residents, tapped into pipelines carrying unrefined gas from the plentiful oil fields of the area. It was
technically illegal, but natural gas wasin abundance in the “Qil Patch.” The jerry-rigged conduits |eaked the
odorless “green” gas that would destroy the school.

A long-term effect of the disaster was the shared guilt experienced—for the rest of their lives—by most of
the survivors. Thereis, perhaps, no better example than Bill Thompson, who wasin his fifth grade English
classand “in the mood to flirt” with Billie Sue Hall, who was sitting two seats away. Thompson asked
another girl to trade seats with him. She agreed—and was killed in the explosion, while Thompson and Hall
both survived and lived long lives, never quite coming to terms with their good fortune.

My Boys and Girls Arein There: The 1937 New London School Explosion is a meticulous, candid account by
veteran educator and experienced author Ron Rozelle. Unfolding with the narrative pace of anovel, the story
woven by Rozelle—beginning with the title—combines the anguished words of eyewitnesses with telling
details from the historical and legal record. Released to coincide with the seventy-fifth anniversary of the
New London School disaster, My Boys and Girls Are in There paints an intensely human portrait of this
horrific event.
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From reader reviews:
Gary Flint:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy
particular person? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling
bored faster. And you have extratime? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must
answer that question simply because just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this particular My
Boys and Girls Arein There: The 1937 New London School Explosion to read.

Ronald Jackson:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even
knowledge to make these people keep up with the erawhich can be always change and move ahead. Some of
you maybe may update themselves by reading books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to aperson is you don't know what kind you should start with. This My Boys and Girls Arein There:
The 1937 New London School Explosion is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world.
Why, since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Stacey Pinkston:

Beside that My Boys and Girls Arein There: The 1937 New London School Explosion in your phone, it can
give you away to get nearer to the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh in the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have My Boys and Girls Are in There: The 1937 New London School Explosion
because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you sometimes have book but you do
not get what it's all about. Oh come on, that would not happen if you have this inside your hand. The
Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, such as treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss
the idea? Find this book as well as read it from today!

Katherine Velasquez:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book My Boys and Girls Arein There: The 1937
New London School Explosion was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book My Boys and Girls Arein There: The 1937 New London School Explosion has many kinds or
category. Start from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Detective Conan you can read and feel
that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you
feel happy, fun and relax. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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