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Elleanor Eldridge, born of African and US indigenous descent in 1794, operated a lucrative domestic
services business in nineteenth century Providence, Rhode Island. In defiance of her gender and racial
background, she purchased land and built rental property from the wealth she gained as a business owner. In
the 1830s, Eldridge was defrauded of her property by a white lender. In a series of common court cases as
alternately defendant and plaintiff, she managed to recover it through the Rhode Island judicial system. In
order to raise funds to carry out this litigation, her memoir, which includes statements from employers
endorsing her respectable character, was published in 1838. Frances Harriet Whipple, an aspiring white
writer in Rhode Island, narrated and co-authored Eldridge’s story, expressing a proto-feminist outrage at the
male “extortioners” who caused Eldridge’s loss and distress.
 
With the rarity of Eldridge’s material achievements aside, Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge forms an
exceptional antebellum biography, chronicling Eldridge’s life from her birth through the first publication of
almost yearly editions of the text between 1838 and 1847. Because of Eldridge’s exceptional life as a
freeborn woman of color entrepreneur, it constitutes a counter-narrative to slave narratives of early 19th-
century New England, changing the literary landscape of conventional American Renaissance studies and
interpretations of American Transcendentalism.
With an introduction by Joycelyn K. Moody, this new edition contextualizes the extraordinary life of
Elleanor Eldridge—from her acquisition of wealth and property to the publication of her biography and her
legal struggles to regain stolen property. Because of her mixed-race identity, relative wealth, local and
regional renown, and her efficacy in establishing a collective of white women patrons, this biography
challenges typical African and indigenous women’s literary production of the early national period and
resituates Elleanor Eldridge as an important cultural and historical figure of the nineteenth century.
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From reader reviews:

Jodi Saldana:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for people. The book Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge (Regenerations)
ended up being making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It is
quite advantages for you. The publication Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge (Regenerations) is not only giving
you a lot more new information but also to become your friend when you feel bored. You can spend your
personal spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Memoirs of Elleanor
Eldridge (Regenerations). You never experience lose out for everything should you read some books.

Alberto Holbrook:

As people who live in often the modest era should be update about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these people keep up with the era that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what type you should start with. This Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge
(Regenerations) is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, because this book serves
what you want and need in this era.

Doris Trumbull:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability in doing something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to get a look at some books. One of many books
in the top collection in your reading list is usually Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge (Regenerations). This book
and that is qualified as The Hungry Slopes can get you closer in turning out to be precious person. By
looking right up and review this book you can get many advantages.

Edward Doucet:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is written or printed or illustrated from each source which filled update of
news. Within this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for an individual.
From media social like newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and
comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book?
Or just looking for the Memoirs of Elleanor Eldridge (Regenerations) when you required it?
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