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Notions of Christian love, or charity, strongly shaped the political thought of John Winthrop, Thomas
Jefferson, and Abraham Lincoln as each presided over a foundational moment in the development of
American democracy. Matthew Holland examines how each figure interpreted and appropriated charity,
revealing both the problems and possibilities of making it a political ideal.

Holland first looks at early American literature and seminal speeches by Winthrop to show how the Puritan
theology of this famed 17th century governor of the Massachusetts Colony (he who first envisioned America
as a "City upon a Hill") galvanized an impressive sense of self-rule and a community of care in the early
republic, even as its harsher aspects made something like Jefferson's Enlightenment faith in liberal
democracy a welcome development . Holland then shows that between Jefferson's early rough draft of the
Declaration of Independence and his First Inaugural Jefferson came to see some notion of charity as a
necessary complement to modern political liberty.

However, Holland argues, it was Lincoln and his ingenious blend of Puritan and democratic insights who
best fulfilled the promise of this nation's "bonds of affection." With his recognition of the imperfections of
both North and South, his humility in the face of God's judgment on the Civil War, and his insistence on
"charity for all," including the defeated Confederacy, Lincoln personified the possibilities of religious love
turned civic virtue.

Weaving a rich tapestry of insights from political science and literature and American religious history and
political theory, Bonds of Affection is a major contribution to the study of American political identity.
Matthew Holland makes plain that civic charity, while commonly rejected as irrelevant or even harmful to
political engagement, has been integral to our national character.

The book includes the full texts of Winthrop's speech "A Model of Christian Charity"; Jefferson's rough draft
of the Declaration and his First Inaugural; and Lincoln's Second Inaugural.
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From reader reviews:

Patricia Smith:

This Bonds of Affection: Civic Charity and the Making of AmericaWinthrop, Jefferson, and Lincoln
(Religion and Politics) are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason why of this
Bonds of Affection: Civic Charity and the Making of AmericaWinthrop, Jefferson, and Lincoln (Religion
and Politics) can be among the great books you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple
studying food but feed a person with information that might be will shock your preceding knowledge. This
book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed
people. Beside that this Bonds of Affection: Civic Charity and the Making of AmericaWinthrop, Jefferson,
and Lincoln (Religion and Politics) forcing you to have an enormous of experience for example rich
vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical thinking that could it useful in your day task. So , let's have it and
enjoy reading.

Allison Devore:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world loves. Do you like reading book
so. There are a lot of reasons why people love it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new details.
When you read a publication you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring someone to imagine the story how the
personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read this Bonds of
Affection: Civic Charity and the Making of AmericaWinthrop, Jefferson, and Lincoln (Religion and
Politics), you may tells your family, friends and also soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire
the others, make them reading a e-book.

Jerry Rivera:

The book untitled Bonds of Affection: Civic Charity and the Making of AmericaWinthrop, Jefferson, and
Lincoln (Religion and Politics) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea
with easy technique. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not necessarily
worry, you can easy to read it. The book was authored by famous author. The author gives you in the new
period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you can read more your smart phone,
or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you
can wide open their official web-site in addition to order it. Have a nice study.

Louise Fulghum:

You can find this Bonds of Affection: Civic Charity and the Making of AmericaWinthrop, Jefferson, and
Lincoln (Religion and Politics) by browse the bookstore or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it might to be
your solve issue if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by



simply written or printed and also can you enjoy this book by means of e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your ways
to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your
knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose right ways for you.
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