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How does one “read” a landscape? Inspired by the classic work of Hans Kurath documenting the dialect
geography sub-regions of New England, Christopher J. Lenney set out to determine whether such patterns of
linguistic migration were repeated in the everyday features of our man-made landscape. Through inspired
conjecture and methodical fieldwork, Lenney discovered that at least six cultural and material artifacts could
be mapped into similar flows and clusters: placenames, boundaries, townplans, roads, houses, and
gravestones.

With infectious enthusiasm and wit, Lenney guides the reader through a historical and cultural examination
of how this artificial landscape came to be. Of the many possible sources of placenames, for example, there
are evident patterns of Algoquian and transplanted English; there is the obvious irony of patriot and Tory
honored side by side. But what do we make of the apparent hodgepodge of placename suffixes that dot our
maps—the -fields, -tons, -hams, and -burys that append themselves to our life and land? And how do we
explain the “Great-Big” line, a dramatic yet invisible scar across the map of Maine?

The other five cultural markers similarly reveal themselves in a surprising patterning of the New England
countryside—in the areas where the connected farmstead dominates, where recessed balconies or twin
rearwall chimneys distinguish the scene; in the migration of gravestone cutters and their motifs, which left
odd undulating waves of artistic expression throughout the region. Lenney forces the reader to reconsider the
shape of the village greens, to wonder why old roads go where they go, and to question where (good
neighbors and Robert Frost notwithstanding) we built stone walls.

By pushing us beyond mere sightseeing to “sightseeking,” Lenney dares to fundamentally alter the way
we—old-time Yankee, newcomer, and tourist alike—experience and interpret the New England landscape.
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From reader reviews:

Bob Bartlett:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each book has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They may
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like reading a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem as well as
exercise. Well, probably you should have this Sightseeking: Clues to the Landscape History of New England
(Revisiting New England).

Noah Hansell:

This Sightseeking: Clues to the Landscape History of New England (Revisiting New England) are generally
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this Sightseeking:
Clues to the Landscape History of New England (Revisiting New England) can be among the great books
you must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that
might be will shock your previous knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and
whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Sightseeking: Clues to the
Landscape History of New England (Revisiting New England) giving you an enormous of experience for
instance rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Bill Dildy:

This book untitled Sightseeking: Clues to the Landscape History of New England (Revisiting New England)
to be one of several books that will best seller in this year, here is because when you read this publication
you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book store or you can
order it by means of online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read
this book, since you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So there is no reason to you personally to past
this reserve from your list.

Cathryn Walker:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try thing that really opposite
from that. Just one activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Sightseeking: Clues to the
Landscape History of New England (Revisiting New England), you are able to enjoy both. It is great
combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas.
What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its called reading friends.
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