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Written with the sweep of an epic novel and grounded in extensive research into contemporary documents,
Savage Peace is a striking portrait of American democracy under stress. It is the surprising story of America
in the year 1919.

In the aftermath of an unprecedented worldwide war and a flu pandemic, Americans began the year full of
hope, expecting to reap the benefits of peace. But instead, the fear of terrorism filled their days. Bolshevism
was the new menace, and the federal government, utilizing a vast network of domestic spies, began to watch
anyone deemed suspicious. A young lawyer named J. Edgar Hoover headed a brand-new intelligence
division of the Bureau of Investigation (later to become the FBI). Bombs exploded on the doorstep of the
attorney general's home in Washington, D.C., and thirty-six parcels containing bombs were discovered at
post offices across the country. Poet and journalist Carl Sandburg, recently returned from abroad with a trunk
full of Bolshevik literature, was detained in New York, his trunk seized. A twenty-one-year-old Russian girl
living in New York was sentenced to fifteen years in prison for protesting U.S. intervention in Arctic Russia,
where thousands of American soldiers remained after the Armistice, ostensibly to guard supplies but in
reality to join a British force meant to be a warning to the new Bolshevik government.

In 1919, wartime legislation intended to curb criticism of the government was extended and even
strengthened. Labor strife was a daily occurrence. And decorated African-American soldiers, returning home
to claim the democracy for which they had risked their lives, were badly disappointed. Lynchings continued,
race riots would erupt in twenty-six cities before the year ended, and secret agents from the government's
"Negro Subversion" unit routinely shadowed outspoken African-Americans.

Adding a vivid human drama to the greater historical narrative, Savage Peace brings 1919 alive through the
people who played a major role in making the year so remarkable. Among them are William Monroe Trotter,
who tried to put democracy for African-Americans on the agenda at the Paris peace talks; Supreme Court
associate justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr., who struggled to find a balance between free speech and
legitimate government restrictions for reasons of national security, producing a memorable decision for the
future of free speech in America; and journalist Ray Stannard Baker, confidant of President Woodrow
Wilson, who watched carefully as Wilson's idealism crumbled and wrote the best accounts we have of the
president's frustration and disappointment.

Weaving together the stories of a panoramic cast of characters, from Albert Einstein to Helen Keller, Ann
Hagedorn brilliantly illuminates America at a pivotal moment.
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From reader reviews:

Sally Oneal:

With other case, little folks like to read book Savage Peace: Hope and Fear in America, 1919. You can
choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important the book
Savage Peace: Hope and Fear in America, 1919. You can add expertise and of course you can around the
world by just a book. Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your
country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you
may know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You can use it when you feel uninterested to go to the library. Let's examine.

Gayle Stalder:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to opt for book
like comic, quick story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Savage Peace: Hope and Fear in
America, 1919 that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
routine all over the world can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they
react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man but for
all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all of you who want to start looking at as your
good habit, you are able to pick Savage Peace: Hope and Fear in America, 1919 become your personal
starter.

Emery Flores:

You can spend your free time you just read this book this publication. This Savage Peace: Hope and Fear in
America, 1919 is simple to create you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon.
If you did not have got much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is
make you quicker to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. So there are a lot of benefits
that you will get when you buy this book.

Amy Parr:

Some individuals said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the item when
they get a half parts of the book. You can choose typically the book Savage Peace: Hope and Fear in
America, 1919 to make your current reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading proficiency is
developing when you including reading. Try to choose straightforward book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a book
and learn it. Beside that the e-book Savage Peace: Hope and Fear in America, 1919 can to be your brand-new
friend when you're feel alone and confuse using what must you're doing of these time.
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