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In 1808, according to a report to Congress issued by Jefferson's treasury secretary Albert Gallatin, the most
efficient way to ship goods from Pittsburgh to Philadelphia was by water: down the Monongahela River to
the Ohio, then down the Mississippi to New Orleans, around the tip of Florida and up the Atlantic Coast. By
this route, the two Pennsylvania towns were more than 3,000 miles apart; by land, the distance was 280.
Clearly, Gallatin argued, the United States needed a road -- a National Road.

This comprehensive, authoritative, and richly illustrated volume offers a sweeping overview of the project
that shaped the geography and history of the United States by uniting East and West -- and, ultimately,
dividing North and South. With its companion volume, A Guide to the National Road, it describes the
origins, evolution, and meaning of the National Road for American culture, economics, and patterns of
settlement.

As the first federally funded and planned national highway in America, the National Road was intended to
forge critical transportation links between established East Coast cities and an emerging frontier west of the
Appalachians, in the old Northwest Territory. Begun in 1808 in Cumberland, Maryland, the Road's first
segment reached Wheeling, West Virginia, in 1818. By 1850 the Road had been extended to its formal
western terminus in Vandalia, the Illinois state capital. From there two routes went west toward the
Mississippi River, one to East St. Louis and the other to Alton, Illinois. (Today the Road's path is followed,
for the most part, by U.S. 40 and I-70.)

Paradoxically, the authors explain, the National Road was both obsolete and premature from the time it was
built -- obsolete because the emerging technology of the railroad would soon offer a far more efficient means
of overland transportation; and premature because the technology that could make efficient use of an
improved road network -- the automobile -- was nearly a century away.

In the end, the Road never quite reached the banks of the Mississippi, and never, in the period between 1808
and 1850, did a good road, complete and in good repair, exist between Cumberland and Vandalia. But in the
antebellum period, the Road represented the central government's power to open the West, and the power of
nineteenth-century Americans to define themselves as a continental people. Travelers who follow their path
today -- along the National Road or other U.S. highways -- owe much to their pioneering efforts.
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From reader reviews:

Willie Collier:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or perhaps goal; it means
that reserve has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time to read a book. These are
reading whatever they have because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't
like studying a book? Sometime, man feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps exercise.
Well, probably you should have this The National Road (The Road and American Culture).

Denice Cooke:

Now a day people who Living in the era just where everything reachable by connect to the internet and the
resources in it can be true or not require people to be aware of each information they get. How individuals to
be smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this The National Road (The Road and
American Culture) book because this book offers you rich details and knowledge. Of course the data in this
book hundred per-cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Sonia Shipley:

This book untitled The National Road (The Road and American Culture) to be one of several books that will
best seller in this year, here is because when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit in it. You will
easily to buy that book in the book store or you can order it by means of online. The publisher of this book
sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, since you can read this book in your Smart
phone. So there is no reason for your requirements to past this publication from your list.

Brian Bauer:

The actual book The National Road (The Road and American Culture) will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. In case you try to find
new book to study, this book very appropriate to you. The book The National Road (The Road and American
Culture) is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you can
quickly to read the book.
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