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The Crusades of the Middle Ages were fought by Latin Christians against peoples who they believed were
threatening the existence of their Christian faith. Some of these campaigns were against Muslims, some were
against other Christians, and some were against pagans. Topically oriented chapters backed up by
biographies, primary documents, maps, and illustrations make this an ideal introductory reference resource to
this pivotal period in European medieval history.

The Crusades were distinctive because they were an invention of Latin Christians, they had their own
symbols and traditions, and they were not one war but many, fought over several centuries. Thematic
chapters provide an overview of the Crusades—why scholars believe they were fought, why they appealed to
a very broad cross-section of Europe's population, and what motivated crusaders to dedicate years of their
lives to the martial cause of Christendom. Among other interesting facts, readers will learn that to the
Muslim states, the Christian Crusades were more of a distraction, as the Mongols from the East and schisms
within occupied the bulk of their efforts, and that when it was convenient and advantageous—which was
often—Christians and Muslims would ally with one another, or serve as mercenaries in each other's armies.

Covering the classic crusades to the Holy Lands and the taking and defending of Jerusalem, Nicholson also
gives equal treatment to the just as important Requonquista of the Iberian peninsula, the subjugation and
conversion of pagans in North-Western Europe, the Crusades against the Ottoman Turks in the Balkans, and
the internal Crusades against the heretical Albigensians and Hussites. An annotated timeline provides readers
with an easy-to-follow overview of the several centuries' worth of Crusading, and a half-dozen maps provide
rapid and easy-to-read geographical and political information on the most important campaigns. Seventeen
biographical sketches of key Christian, Muslim, Balkan, Spanish, and pagan figures and a dozen annotated
primary documents breathe fresh life into the topic, providing students and readers with a new look at the
period. A glossary is provided, as is an annotated bibliography and index.
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From reader reviews:

Inez Tuller:

The book The Crusades (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) gives you the sense
of being enjoy for your spare time. You can utilize to make your capable much more increase. Book can to
be your best friend when you getting strain or having big problem with your subject. If you can make
examining a book The Crusades (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) to get your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a
number of or all subjects. You can know everything if you like available and read a publication The
Crusades (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World). Kinds of book are several. It
means that, science book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think about this book?

Robert Schrader:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information currently can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you have it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All of those
possibilities will not happen inside you if you take The Crusades (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of
the Medieval World) as your daily resource information.

Eric Rodriguez:

The book The Crusades (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World) will bring you to the
new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try
to find new book to see, this book very appropriate to you. The book The Crusades (Greenwood Guides to
Historic Events of the Medieval World) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-
book from your official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Carlie Manson:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can know
everything we wish. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been
exactly added. This publication The Crusades (Greenwood Guides to Historic Events of the Medieval World)
was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about your science
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big advantage of
a book, you can feel enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book that
you simply wanted.
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