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Dialectic of Enlightenment is undoubtedly the most influential publication of the Frankfurt School of Critical
Theory. Written during the Second World War and circulated privately, it appeared in a printed edition in
Amsterdam in 1947. "What we had set out to do," the authors write in the Preface, "was nothing less than to
explain why humanity, instead of entering atruly human state, is sinking into a new kind of barbarism."

Y et the work goes far beyond a mere critique of contemporary events. Historically remote developments,
indeed, the birth of Western history and of subjectivity itself out of the struggle against natural forces, as
represented in myths, are connected in awide arch to the most threatening experiences of the present.

The book consistsin five chapters, at first glance unconnected, together with a number of shorter notes. The
various analyses concern such phenomena as the detachment of science from practical life, formalized
morality, the manipulative nature of entertainment culture, and a paranoid behavioral structure, expressed in
aggressive anti-Semitism, that marks the limits of enlightenment. The authors perceive acommon element in
these phenomena, the tendency toward self-destruction of the guiding criteriainherent in enlightenment
thought from the beginning. Using historical analyses to elucidate the present, they show, against the
background of a prehistory of subjectivity, why the National Socialist terror was not an aberration of modern
history but was rooted deeply in the fundamental characteristics of Western civilization.

Adorno and Horkheimer see the self-destruction of Western reason as grounded in a historical and fateful
dialectic between the domination of external nature and society. They trace enlightenment, which split these
spheres apart, back to its mythical roots. Enlightenment and myth, therefore, are not irreconcilable opposites,
but dialectically mediated qualities of both real and intellectual life. "Myth is already enlightenment, and
enlightenment reverts to mythology." This paradox is the fundamental thesis of the book.

This new trandation, based on the text in the complete edition of the works of Max Horkheimer, contains

textual variants, commentary upon them, and an editorial discussion of the position of thiswork in the
development of Critical Theory.
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From reader reviews:
Dewey Newkirk:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or this for all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that query above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby per other. Don't to be pressured someone or something that they don't need do
that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Dialectic of Enlightenment (Cultural
Memory in the Present). All type of book can you see on many resources. Y ou can look for the internet
sources or other social media

Gerald James;

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the title Dialectic of
Enlightenment (Cultural Memory in the Present) suitable to you? The book was written by popular writer in
this era. The particular book untitled Dialectic of Enlightenment (Cultural Memory in the Present)is the one
of several books this everyone read now. This book was inspired many men and women in the world. When
you read this guide you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know prior to. The author explained
their plan in the simple way, so all of people can easily to understand the core of this guide. This book will
give you alots of information about this world now. To help you see the represented of the world within this
book.

Freddy Lamberth:

Y ou can obtain this Dialectic of Enlightenment (Cultural Memory in the Present) by check out the bookstore
or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve trouble if you get difficulties for the
knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only by written or printed but in addition can you enjoy this
book through e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching
what your problem. Right now, choose your ways to get more information about your guide. It is most
important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's try to choose right ways
for you.

Patricia Briggs:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Dialectic of Enlightenment (Cultural Memory
in the Present) was vibrant and of course has pictures around. Aswe know that book Dialectic of
Enlightenment (Cultural Memory in the Present) has many kinds or style. Start from kids until young adults.
For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and fedl that you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to
choose the best book in your case and try to like reading in which.
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