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This groundbreaking book analyzes marriage and family reform in twentieth-century China Lisa Tran’s
examination of changes in the perception of concubinage explores the subtle, yet very meaningful, shiftsin
the construction of monogamy in contemporary China. Equally important is her use of court cases to assess
how these shifts affected legal and social practice. Tran argues that this dramatic story has often been
overlooked, leading to the mistaken conclusion that concubinage remained largely unchanged or quietly
disappeared in “modern” China. Customarily viewed as a minor wife because her “husband” was already
married, a concubine found her legal statusin question under a political order that came to be based on the
principles of monogamy and equality. Y et although the custom of concubinage came under attack in the
early twentieth century, the image of the concubine stirred public sympathy. How did lawmakers attack the
practice without jeopardizing the interests of concubines? Conversely, how did jurists protect the interests of
women without appearing to sanction concubinage? How law and society negotiated these conflicting
interests dramatically altered existing views of monogamy and marriage and restructured gender and family
relations.

Asthefirst in-depth study of the meaning and practice of monogamy and concubinage in modern China, this
book makes an important contribution to our understanding of Chinese society and legal norms. In addition,
by crossing the “1949 divide,” it compares the Guomindang’ s designation of concubinage as adultery with
the Chinese Communist Party’ s treatment of it as bigamy, and draws out the legal implications for the
practice of concubinage as well as for women who were concubines. Poised at the intersection of Chinese
history, women’s history, and legal history, this book makes a unique and significant contribution to the
scholarship in al three fields.
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From reader reviews:
Ray Shippee:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have alot more or little spare time? Y ep, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their very own spare time to take a
stroll, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Concubines
in Court: Marriage and Monogamy in Twentieth-Century China? Maybe it isfor being best activity for you.
Y ou recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can wiser than before. Do you
agree with the opinion or you have various other opinion?

Larry Valadez:

What do you think about book? It isjust for students asthey are still students or the item for all peoplein the
world, the actual best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't want do that. Y ou must know how great and also important the book Concubinesin Court: Marriage
and Monogamy in Twentieth-Century China. All type of book could you see on many options. Y ou can ook
for the internet options or other social media.

Sheila Rivera:

Within this erawhich is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more treasured than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It isjust ssmple method to have that. What you should do
isjust spending your time not very much but quite enough to possess alook at some books. One of many
booksin the top listing in your reading list is Concubinesin Court: Marriage and Monogamy in Twentieth-
Century China. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to
be precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.

Mildred Timm:

Y ou will get this Concubinesin Court: Marriage and Monogamy in Twentieth-Century China by browse the
bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it can to be your solveissueif you get difficulties for your
knowledge. Kinds of this guide are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this
book by simply e-book. In the modern erajust like now, you just looking because of your mobile phone and
searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own persona ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still change. Let's
try to choose appropriate ways for you.
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