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This work explores the history of life-extensionism in the 20th century. The term life-extensionism is meant
to describe an ideological system professing that radical life extension (far beyond the present life
expectancy) is desirable on ethical grounds and is possible to achieve through conscious scientific efforts.
This work examines major lines of life-extensionist thought, in chronological order, over the course of the
20th century, while focusing on central seminal works representative of each trend and period, by such
authors as Elie Metchnikoff, Bernard Shaw, Alexis Carrel, Alexander Bogomolets and others. Their works
are considered in their social and intellectual context, as parts of a larger contemporary social and ideological
discourse, associated with major political upheavals and social and economic patterns. The following
national contexts are considered: France (Chapter One), Germany, Austria, Romania and Switzerland
(Chapter Two), Russia (Chapter Three), the US and UK (Chapter Four). This work pursues three major aims.
The first is to attempt to identify and trace throughout the century several generic biomedical methods whose
development or applications were associated with radical hopes for life-extension. Beyond mere hopefulness,
this work argues, the desire to radically prolong human life often constituted a formidable, though hardly
ever acknowledged, motivation for biomedical research and discovery. It will be shown that novel fields of
biomedical science often had their origin in far-reaching pursuits of radical life extension. The dynamic
dichotomy between reductionist and holistic methods will be emphasized. The second goal is to investigate
the ideological and socio-economic backgrounds of the proponents of radical life extension, in order to
determine how ideology and economic conditions motivated the life-extensionists and how it affected the
science they pursued. For that purpose, the biographies and key writings of several prominent longevity
advocates are studied. Their specific ideological premises (attitudes toward religion and progress, pessimism
or optimism regarding human perfectibility, and ethical imperatives) as well as their socioeconomic
conditions (the ability to conduct and disseminate research in a specific social or economic milieu) are
examined in an attempt to find out what conditions have encouraged or discouraged life-extensionist thought.
This research argues for the inherent adjustability of life-extensionism, as a particular form of scientific
enterprise, to particular prevalent state ideologies. The third, more general, aim is to collect a broad register
of life-extensionist works, and, based on that register, to establish common traits and goals definitive of life-
extensionism, such as valuation of life and constancy, despite all the diversity of methods and ideologies
professed. This work will contribute to the understanding of extreme expectations associated with
biomedical progress that have been scarcely investigated by biomedical history.
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From reader reviews:

Terri Rouse:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what you problem? How about your time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't
have spare time to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have
extra time? What did you do? Everybody has many questions above. They must answer that question mainly
because just their can do this. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable.
Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that A History of Life-Extensionism in the
Twentieth Century to read.

Lacey Clements:

This A History of Life-Extensionism in the Twentieth Century book is just not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is definitely information inside
this e-book incredible fresh, you will get facts which is getting deeper you actually read a lot of information
you will get. That A History of Life-Extensionism in the Twentieth Century without we recognize teach the
one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't become worry A History of Life-
Extensionism in the Twentieth Century can bring once you are and not make your carrier space or
bookshelves' become full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This A History
of Life-Extensionism in the Twentieth Century having great arrangement in word and layout, so you will not
really feel uninterested in reading.

Mary Bunch:

Do you considered one of people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this particular aren't like that. This A History of Life-Extensionism in the Twentieth Century
book is readable by simply you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the details here are arrange for
enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to supply to
you. The writer regarding A History of Life-Extensionism in the Twentieth Century content conveys the
thought easily to understand by lots of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the written content
but it just different by means of it. So , do you nevertheless thinking A History of Life-Extensionism in the
Twentieth Century is not loveable to be your top record reading book?

Colin Rousey:

You could spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This A History of Life-Extensionism in
the Twentieth Century is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in addition
to soon. If you did not get much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is
make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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